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This tree is readll y ^^abk situation and season, covering the ground 
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under the tiees. ^ wid e spreading, vivid green 

a " racl and'aMle silvery grey beneath. The beech prefers a chalky soil, 
^d”t the counties of Sussex and Hampshire, the beech hangers form a 
conspicuous, and remarkable feature in the landscape. ie groun un er 
these trees is usually bare or very sparsely covered with ve g eta ‘ 10n - but 
this allows the beautiful structure of the beech to be well seen, 
beech leaves lie for a long period without decaying, and, in the autumn 
and winter form a beautiful contrast in colour to the grey trunks and 
boughs above them. Hedges of beech are very common owing to its 
keeping on the leaves in its young state during the winter. 

The growth of the beech is comparatively rapid, growing to the height 
of about twenty feet, in ten years. It is said that, with the exception of 
hollies, no tree will flourish along with the beech, for it quickly surmounts 
other tiees, and the drip from its leaves is so great as to be very detri- 
mental to vegetation. If the dead leaves under the trees are raked up and 
burnt, a great many wild flowers will soon spring up, such as primroses, 
violets, wood-sanicle, etc. 

Living in the moss at the base of the beech you will find several snails 
that have assumed an appearance so like the buds, that it is difficult at 
first sight to distinguish them. Clausilia bidens. C. Nigricans , etc. 

I here are very few insects that feed on this tree in comparison with the 
oak, but a few caterpillars of some of our finest moths may be found , 
one, the curious lobster moth larva, a most grotesque creature, unlike any 
of our other caterpillars. 

In many places the curious Bird’s Nest Orchis may be found — it is a 
parasite on the beech roots ; also several fungi, such as the truffle and 
morel, etc. 

Objects Examined . Beech twigs, snail shells, drawings of caterpill ars > 
moths, etc. Much progress has been made, in spite of the bad weather, 
in the out-door study of trees and twigs. Many beautiful drawings have 

ecn made and exhibited at our Wednesday evening meetings. The buds 
have now so much altered in appearance that we shall leave the twigs 
alone until their flowers are out. 



BOOKS. 


SonT h ThU W U a mT*™ (BlaSand 

Ihe charm and quaint^amd^'thf^toH by fteUnds' ‘Srett 
noble lesson to be learnt in each. The style is excellent, and the pictures 
are charm, ng. Our readers will be glad to learn that Mi s Debenham h“ 
consented to write three tales this year in the Budget. 

c \ en J aleS r without a Tit J e > by Edith Carrington (Griffith, Farran & Co., 
5 T *) . 1SS Carrington needs no introduction to our readers. This is not a 
new book, but as it has not been previously noticed in our book, we venture 
to bring it before the notice of those who have not seen it. It is a glorious 
book for the little ones, introducing them in short tales to the wonders of 
nature. 

Finger Plays , by Emilie Poulsson. (J. Curwen & Sons, 2s .) These are 
written for little ones from three upwards. The music is tuneful and 
charming, and the words will attract all the babies. Each poem is well 
illustrated, showing the action of the fingers and hands in each verse. 
This is a counting lesson. 

(Right hand). 

Here is the bee hive. Where are the bees ? 

Hidden away where nobody sees. 

Soon they come creeping out of the hive, 

One ! — two ! — three ! four ! five. 


(Left hand). 

Once 1 saw an ant hill, 

With no ants about ; 

So I said, “ Dear little ants, 

Won’t you please come out?” 

Then as if the little ants 
Had heard my call— 

One ! — tw r o !— three ! four! five came out ! 
And that was all. 


Good drawings both of bees and ants accompany the songs. 

Children's Play and Work (yearly, £i ; quarterly, 5s.) This 1S j* 
magazine for boys and girls, which is carried on on different lines from a 
others. It not only gives tales, the newest games, but also enables t e 
subscribers to make play things themselves by sending them the necessary 
materials to do so, all of which are included in the subscription. It is 
published by Fr. Tedesco & Co.. 147, Great Portland Street, London, W. 
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T iterature Company, Woman’s Temple, Chicago, U.S.A. . 

Literature F ^ TTnfpr ac 6 d ) Illustrated from the 

rhj/d ' c Christ Tales (by Andrea Hoter, 4^. u ) 

tnila s L/iriz . v ^ T t] p i ian ds of a mother who w’ould 

2 l»wh:r.oTn,rand what .0 put in (accurate Bible dory) this little 
volume should be most suggestive. 

Child Stories from the Masters (by Maude Menfee 45. 6 d.) Delight- 
fully told tales of Pippa, Mignon, Margaret, Faust, Beatrice, Fnedrich 
Froebel, and other studies of the masters. 

Mother Goose in the Kindergarten (Revised by F. S. Bolton, 3*. 6 d.) 
The familiar nursery rhymes with gay and clever illustrations. 

So?igs from the Nest (by E. Huntington Miller, 2s. $d.) Pietty, but 
perhaps the sentiment is sometimes a little too old for children. Also, 
may we venture to suggest, that two kinds of verse are proper for the little 
folk ; the old nursery jingles and the child-verses of the poets. 

Song Stories for the Kindergarten (by the Misses Hill, 5 dhe 
preface claims that “ These songs are the result of an earnest endeavour 
to produce harmonious condition for growth in the child -garden. ” No 

doubt this is true, but w f e claim that singing should be spontaneous and 
should voice the child’s emotions, whether of glee or pathos, without too 
much educational endeavour. Both songs and tunes are pretty. 

We have already reviewed Mrs. Harrison’s Study of Child Nature. 

We have to notice a parcel of French books for the nursery and school- 
room received from Messrs. Hachette et Cie. Nursery . Illustrated 

French Primer , edited by Henry Bue, is. 0 d. French Nursery Rhymes , 
by C.B., is. Jobe taught orally, on M, Gouin’s method where possible. 
Children from Six to seven. Orally, notes on M. Gouin’s method. Les 
deux Brigands , par P. Souriau, 6 d. ; Aven lures de Trottino , par Mme. 
J. Colomb, 6 d. The Junior French Book , short stories adapted for very 
young children, edited by K. Janau, is. jd. Children from Eight to 
\\ 7ie ' Chtldren* s Own trench Book (stories), edited by Brette and 

Masson ,js. 6 d. La Conversation en C/asse, par Mme. Bue, 8,/. La Lyre 
ls • 3d - C/ass -t>ook of French Poetry for the Young , by 
«iu ar ler, 1 s.$d. Pi actual German Readings for Beginners, by 
1 * ' a PP c > bd. Let the teaching still be oral, but, after having 

earned Ms verse or paragraph, let the child write, with translation, and 

/V///, ead a 101 ’ Chlldren from ten to twelve the charming story of Silvio 
Pelhco needs no praise (adapted by Rev. A. C. Clapin, i.r. 6 d.) We haie 

maeazU e eC °T en i J our »»l < 3 * weekly) as a charming child’s 

k - • Ze Journal de la Jeunesse (6 d. weekly) would be greatly 
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Dear Editor,— In Harper's for i . , 
lamentable and growing ignorance of the Bible^n Ed ' t0r discusses the 
schoo s and colleges. He is referring of course 1*1 y °“ g pe ° p,e in 
but I fear matters are no better ,n thaf respect in Amencan scb ° ols , 
points out that apart from its religious or from i. T T C0Untr y- He 
is the one book that no intelligent person wlm .! ® ethlcal value . the Bible 
with the worid of thought, and to share the ide^t^the 0 ™ 6 ’ nt ° COntact 
the Christian era can afford to be ignorant of 'rf mmds ° f 

says, “can only be remedied by attention to th f ,gnorance >” he 
neglect of the use of the Bible in the home in cMito, T'Vtf 
treasures arc not a part of growing childhood, they *,«? , S " a ! 
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a stimulus to the imagination, and ’a ready key ^ tlmT° US f educat , 10n ’ 
tradition, custom, history, and literature.” "° r 

In the same magazine, St. George Mi'vart, in an article on “ Heredity ” 
discussing the question whether acquired characteristics can lie 
transmits to posterity, differs from the opinion decidedly expressed £ 
-n W J 1Smann > and considers that they can be so transmitted, 
lhe Forum , for January, contains several articles worthy of notice 
Professor Story ably contrasts the idea that has been frequently suggested 
that ancient can be taught through modern, insisting that the resemblance 
is more apparent than real, and that the delicate and precise syntax, and 
lofty poetical and philosophical thought, would only be obscured by 
association with the grotesque mixture of foreign idioms, and the petty 
trivialities of the modern Greek press. Other articles are: “Free 
I ravelling Libraries as a new aid to Popular Education ; ” “The 
Increasing Cost of Collegiate Education;” and “Motherhood and 
Citizenship: Woman’s Wisest Policy;” by Mrs. Spencer Trask. The 
last waiter enforces the high privileges and responsibilities of maternity 
as compared w ith the political status some are anxious to attain, and says : 

‘ As long as men are unjust to women, carelessly selfish and cruel, as 
they too often are, w oman is sending forth proofs to the world of her own 
incapacity and failure, and she has no right to ask to be made ruler over 
more things until she has been made faithful to those already committed 
to her charge . ” 

In the Con temporary , for February, Professor Clifford Allbutt, writing 
Nervous Diseases and Modern Life, ridicules the idea that the weakness 

due to over-work. Quoting 
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of our nervous systems, in the present day, is 

Carlyle s phrase, “ There is nothing in this world that will keep the devil 
out of one but hard labour,” he says : 
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In the British Weekly for 7 itution on -Children's books of a 

Ainger’s lecture at the contains reminiscences by J. M . Barrie, 

hundred years ago which nurm, a n the country is mourning; 

and others of the late Prof. Blackie know not whence, the 
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e.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited h Henky PEKKtN, H„. 0rg Sec 

To whom Hon. Local Secs 8 ’ Carltun Hl/l , N.W. 

matters of interest connected nuLTet f n * orb »/ 
of an, prospectuses or otter papers tie, m^pr,^ 30 

Chairman of Committee : Dr. A T q u ^ 1 1 
Algernon C. P. Coote, Esq.. M.A Hon D r °c ^ Vice-C hair man : 
Secretary : Miss Paterson. Pamphlets f if* ‘‘ Henry Perrin ’ Es( h 

of the Union, and the Parents' RsviaHtte * mo ° f the work 

Society, may be obtained from the Secteirv' S v?? ’• ' ? of lhe 

whom all subscriptions and communion, i ons'Ihould ^”0, ' ^ “ 

instructhe address was given by Dr. Francis wLer enti.Ted'' a”!,’!!' 1 

Hyde Park and Bayswater Branch.— Hon. Sec. : Mrs. E. L- 

"a’ 9 ’ • embnd ^ e Gardens , w. On February 20th, Miss Helen 

tion !*’ m' B ” ln a a f CtUre ° n “ The Hygiene of Needlework,” drew atten- 
tion to the need of using every means to develop the imagination and 

onginahty of children, and one such she maintained was to be found in 
freehand” needlework as opposed to ordinary traced fancy-work. 
Miss \\ ebb explained her methods and shewed many beautiful specimens. 
She also dwelt on the hygienic and soothing effect of such work on 
invalids and convalescents. Mrs. Howard Glover occupied the chair. 

Mr. Howard Swan’s lecture on the ‘‘Gouin System” will be held on 
April 4th, at 9, Lancaster Gate (by the kindness of Mrs. Stanley), Mr. A. 
Coote, M.A., in the chair. 

A training course on the “ Gouin System 99 will commence in May. 
Mrs. Franklin will be glad to receive the names of intending members, as 
also for the ** Out-door Natural History Lessons 99 to commence in May, 
on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons. She is at home on Thursday 
mornings, when she will be glad to give all particulars as to the work of 
the branch. 

Hampstead and St. John's Wood Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. 

C. Herbert-Smith, The Retreat, North End, Hampstead — On February 20th, 
Mrs. Marks read a paper entitled 4 4 Female Education 200 years ago." 
Rev. Dr. Brooke Herford, who was in the chair, followed with an interesting 
account of the education of girls in the State of Massachusetts at the 
same period. The next meeting will be on April 24th, when Dr. Mac- 
naughton Jones will speak on “ Alcohol— its use and abuse." 


